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Oh, my! Another cool, wet spring on the east side
of the mountains. It made those of us on the “dry
side” of the state empathize with our fellow MGs
on the west side. Our plant clinics were bombarded with questions caused by the unusual spring
weather. But, true to form, hot weather is now
dominating, and we are sweltering under tripledigit temperatures. The plants in our landscapes
and gardens are probably thoroughly confused.
The state foundation board met on June 1st in
Photo by Don Bailey
Spokane--a first ever meeting in that locale. Tim
Chris Bailey, President
Kohlhauff, Urban Horticulture Coordinator for
Spokane County Extension, welcomed us with hot coffee and lots of goodies provided by
their volunteers. A highlight of the meeting was the approval of Pend Oreille County’s application to become a dependent chapter of the State Foundation. Welcome Pend Oreille!
Linda Bailey of WSU Foundation reported on the status of the statewide campaign to raise
money to implement the program goals identified by MGs across the state. Linda distributed copies of the marketing materials developed for use in the campaign and encouraged
everyone to preview the website being developed. You may do so at
www.mastergardenercampaign.wsu.edu.
If you haven’t registered for the WSU Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference
in September . . . what are you waiting for? Marianne Ophardt, of Benton County, and
Tonie Fitzgerald have arranged a great lineup of classes by knowledgeable presenters covering a wide range of topics. There’s sure to be something of interest for everyone. Adding
to that will be Sue Kirby, a masterful storyteller who will share hilarious stories and a powerful message to empower us; Danielle Ernest, of Proven Winners, a dynamic, wellrespected horticulturist who will give us an early preview of the new introductions for

Visit our website:
MGFWS

(Hello, continued on page 9)

Webinar Series for MG Continuing Education
~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension Master Gardener Program Leader
Webinars are seminars that you access through a website and watch on your computer. Learning
from a webinar instead of going to a class is not everyone’s cup of tea, but consider these benefits:
you don’t have to dress up (or even get dressed), you don’t have to drive or worry about parking,
you don’t have to be there at any specific time, you can do whatever else you want to do while
watching it and, if you fall asleep, you simply restart the webinar. If none of those features appeals
to you, and you prefer learning in a group setting, invite people to watch/discuss it with you.

Photo by Cory Vaughn

Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU MG
Program Leader

Sound enticing? That’s good, because more instructors are learning to deliver education in very effective ways using webinar technology. Now that most of our kinks and wrinkles have been worked
out of the basic MG online training for new MGs, it’s time to develop advanced-education opportunities for veterans who are willing and able to log on for webinars.

I am looking for volunteers who want to help me plan a series of continuing-education opportunities
for MGs in 2013. We need to identify topics of statewide volunteer interest, identify faculty who
can deliver those topics, and increase the comfort level of both faculty and fellow MG volunteers in using the technology.
I need people who are somewhat familiar with web-based teaching technology and who know of faculty, staff or volunteers with expertise they could deliver via webinars. Please email me at tjfitz@wsu.edu and let me know if you are interested in working with me to develop this series.
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Natural Vegetable Gardening: A View From Over the Pond
~~Jane Billinghurst, Author and Master Gardener, Skagit County; Photos by Jane Billinghurst

Clockwise, from left:


Vegetable support systems spotted at Ham House, London,
England. I came across many different uses of natural materials to create plant supports on my recent tour of the British
Isles.



A “bug hotel” at Chartwell, Surrey (Sir Winston Churchill’s
country home). This would make a great addition to any children’s garden.



A vegetable garden on the roof of Queen Elizabeth Hall next to the National Theatre in London, England. This garden is tended by volunteers from Grounded Ecotherapy, a recovery group for adults who have experienced homelessness, mental health problems, and addictions. There is a café on the rooftop, so you can sip a cup of tea among
the greenery while you take in views of the London Eye and the Houses of Parliament just down the river.



More plant protection systems, this time at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh, Scotland. The possibilities for
patterns are endless!

Don’t miss Jane’s presentation—Vegetable Gardens: An Edible History—at the 2012 MG AdvancedEducation Conference in the Tri-Cities.
Jane is Author of The Armchair Book of Gardens, which you can find on the Web and on
Facebook.
“A work of art, from its endpapers to type face and color plates. This book makes you
delight in paper and be thankful we still have books to hold in our hands and lovingly,
slowly, turn the pages. … Dip into pieces about gardens through the centuries and across
cultures, captured in images, poetry and prose.” Valerie Easton
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Seeds Across the World
~~Kenneth Eshleman, Master Gardener, Snohomish County
From April 27 through May 21, a group of 13 travelers including, seven Snohomish and one Hood River, OR, Master
Gardeners, toured throughout Turkey with Overseas Adventure Travel (OAT).
Our tour guide, Hakan, made sure we experienced as many gardens as he could schedule, along with many of the
Ottoman, Byzantine, Greek and Roman historical sites around the country. We didn’t even miss the Tulip Festival in
Skagit County, because the Istanbul Tulip Festival was just ending when we arrived.
One of the highlights of the trip was called “A Day in the Life of a Cappadocian Village.” We spent several hours in the
village of Ilicek, interacting and visiting with two local families. Before our home-hosted visits, we spent some time with
Mr. Ismail, the village muthar, one of the local leaders. He told us about his village, the people, their agriculture,
customs, and history.
After the meeting, we were all treated to a wonderful lunch of locally grown products.

Below is a picture of our hostesses, who allowed us into their home and prepared our delicious meal.

Just before leaving, we gave small gifts of appreciation to our hosts.

Pictured clockwise, starting on the left: host’s daughter; Patty Kerston, MG; Hakan, Mike Moody, our hostess; Martha
Clatterbaugh, MG (partially hidden) and Cauleen Eshleman, MG.
(Seeds Across the World, continued on page 4)
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(Seeds Across the World, continued from page 3)

Before our visit to Ilicek, Hakan thought we could surprise the village members by planting flowers at their main office.
Patty and Kerry purchased some flower seeds at the spice market in Istanbul.
After lunch, we spent time turning the soil to prepare it for our planting. We were even able to use Diane’s new garden
tool, which she purchased at a local market we visited before the village.

Pictured from left to right: Hakan, Cauleen Eshleman, MG; Patty Kerston, MG; Kerry Kerston, Eldine Gomez, MG;
Diane Decker-Ihle, MG; Mr. Ismail.

Pictured from left to right: Carl Alexander, John Ihle, MG; Jan Alexander, MG; Cauleen Eshleman, MG; Eldine Gomez,
MG; Patty Kerston, MG; Kerry Kerston, Hakan.
After the seeds were planted, we took a break. All agreed this would be the Snohomish County Master Gardeners most
distant demonstration garden. We’ll just have to rely on the village gardeners to maintain it for us. On the other hand, do
you think WSU Extension would agree to fund a periodic trip to Ilicek to maintain the garden?
Before and after leaving the village, we discussed our Master Gardener program with Hakan. He expressed an interest in
our organization and said it might be appropriate to start one in his hometown, Canakkale. We described our relation with
WSU Extension, the other programs all over the country, and in certain cases, the world. We’ve already emailed various
MG and Extension web sites to Hakan, based on his desire to know more about our volunteer organization.
Trips like this are all about learning and experiencing. When the opportunities came up, it was easy to fall into the role of
MG students, educators, mentors, and/or advisors. This is based on the education and training we all continue to receive.

A Special Thank You
The Master Gardener Foundation of
Washington State wishes to express
gratitude and appreciation to donors
from the Washington State Combined
Fund Drive for their donations during
this quarter.
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Approx. 50 seats are available for conference dinners Thursday and Friday nights!
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Garden Help in the Palm of Your Hand; Try AgWeatherNet
~~Marianne C. Ophardt, WSU Extension Benton County Director & Area Horticulture Specialist

Gardeners embrace plants, nature and working in the soil.
It doesn't seem like the technical world of smartphones and computers would have much to offer gardeners. However,
smartphone apps, online seminars and QR codes can put gardening information at the touch of a mouse or in the palm of
our hand. Here are two practical examples:
QR codes in the garden
You've probably seen the steadily increasing presence of QR codes in magazines, newspaper
ads and even on plant tags. These are black-and-white square boxes that look like blank
crossword puzzles. To use these codes, you need a smartphone with a QR code-reader app.
When scanning the code, it will take you to a specific web page (see example at right).
We're putting QR codes to work for you in the Benton-Franklin Master Gardener Demonstration Garden. Each theme garden has been labeled with a QR code attached to
the garden's entry sign. After scanning the code with a smartphone, you'll be taken to a web
page with an audio recording of a narrated tour of that garden. Sit down on the nearest bench
and listen.

Using a QR reader, see where
this takes you!

Why not visit the Demonstration Garden today and give it a try? The Benton-Franklin Master Gardener Demonstration
Garden is part of Grange Park, behind the Kennewick Library, at 1620 S. Union St., in Kennewick.
Online weather data
This new irrigation tool uses data from AgWeatherNet, WSU's network of almost 140 weather stations across the state.
Anyone with a computer has free access at http://weather.wsu.edu/. You'll see a relief map of Washington with little flags
representing each of the weather stations. Click on the station you want, and you'll get the temperature, relative humidity,
wind speed and direction, total precipitation, soil temperature, and solar radiation.
Even without a handy app, this data is a great tool for gardeners needing to make decisions related to the weather.

Photo by Mary Shane

Ocean Shores Garden
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Garden Moss: Friend or Foe?
~~Valerie Jean Rose, Skagit County Master Gardener
“A rainy day is the perfect time for a walk in the woods . . . all the lichens and the mosses have come alive with green and
silver freshness.” ~~Rachel Carson, from The Sense of Wonder (1965)
Mosses bring an array of green hues to roofs and sidewalks, lawns and rocks. We may get depressed from our region’s
many moist months, but for mosses, precipitation is always welcome. Anything out in the rain seems fair game for a
mossy presence: tree bark, boulders, the edges between shingles, flowerpots, even the occasional car.
In our soggy climate, moss grows mostly on the north side of things, where it enjoys plenty of shade. If you’re lost in the
woods without a compass or GPS system, just look for moss on trees and rocks – it will generally face north. However,
the rest of the directions are up to you.
Back home in your yard, moss may be established in your lawn, between paving stones or in patches of your garden.
While I do remove moss from my roof shingles, I welcome these furry green pockets around the yard. Moss has always
been a magical part of the landscape, especially in my childhood years of play. The plush green mounds made perfect
cushions and flying carpets for dolls and other toys. The clusters of thousands
of tiny plants added substance and magic to the miniaturized world of my imagination.
Now I’ve learned that these tiny plants are called bryophytes, with leaves usually only one cell thick. Minute rootlets connected each plant to a long horizontal tube called a protonema. Thousands of bryophytes, woven together by
promonemas, create miniature forest-like clusters that have been using the
same reproductive strategy for a very long time.
Life Cycle of Mosses
Until about 450,000,000 years ago, give or take a few millennia, algae were
the only plants on the planet. Mosses were among the first land-based plants,
along with ferns and horsetails. These primitive plants reproduced by spores
- flowers and seeds, birds and bees hadn’t yet been invented. Some of those
spores are preserved in fossils – their function has literally remained the same
for ages.
Reproduction involves two generations of mosses. The first, called gametophytes, are male or female. The female plants provide an egg cell at the top,
while male plants develop sperm cells. These cells swim through the film of
water on the moss, to find and fertilize the egg cells.
Photo by Richard Brown / Bloedel Reserve

The fertilized egg cell develops into the second generation plant, or sporo- Variegated moss brightens the entrance to the
Moss Garden at the Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge
phyte, growing from the top of the female gametophyte. The egg cell devel- Island.
ops into a spore capsule. The capsule breaks, spreading tiny, dust-like spores.
A spore landing in a moist location will grow into a tube-like protonema, which in turn grow new gametophytes. Both
generations will be present in a bunch of moss.
About 12,000 species of existing moss have been identified. Sphagnum moss is a genus of at least 150 species of moss –
sphagnum peat moss is the decaying mat of vegetation growing beneath the living layer on top. Compacted over thousands of years, peat is cut from bogs and dried. Since it can absorb 20 times its weight in fluids, peat moss is a perfect
material for diapering infants. Until the mid-20th century, peat moss was a dressing for wounds. In arctic climates it’s
used for insulation, and in many regions is burned as fuel.
Peat moss is commonly used to break up heavy clay soils, a familiar element of many Skagit gardens. But large-scale peat
harvesting is not sustainable, taking millennia to compress sphagnum moss into blocks that can be harvested in days. Coco coir, the outer fiber of coconut shells, is an absorbent material that serves gardeners as an effective substitute.
Friend or Foe?
Some people curse moss for interrupting the carefully cultivated grassy monoculture around their house. During summer’s inevitable dry spell those lush, green mosses become dormant, dry and brown. People complain, “The moss is killing my grass!” But moss is the symptom, not the cause. It flourishes wherever water accumulates in a lawn, where soil is
compacted, drainage is poor, and sunlight is rare.
(Garden Moss, continued on page 8)
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(Garden Moss, continued from page 7)

Diagram at left:
Mosses reproduce through a complex system of male and female
plants, spreading by spores instead of seeds. Illustration by Mariana
Ruiz Villarreal, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
These common conditions can be changed by adding a small pond where water already accumulates, or creating a rain garden with a properly sloped
channel for drainage. And if you replace the lawn with a garden, there’s no
grass to maintain or defend.
Gardens of Moss
If you are inspired to welcome moss to your garden, or add to existing patches, this is the perfect time of year to make mosses feel at home in your yard.
You can prepare the chosen site by weeding and raking the surface, or by
smothering existing plants under sheets of cardboard, covered by at least six
inches of mulch. Water the mulch or soil thoroughly.
You can buy mosses from nurseries, or, if you have legitimate access to
woods where large amounts of moss can legally be removed, you can harvest
patches of moss. Transplant them about one foot apart. They will grow into a
solid carpet, though you will need to weed and water. Until they fill in the bare spaces, you can secure the patches by
spreading chicken wire on the ground, pinning it with rocks or large wire staples.
Friend or foe, moss is a permanent part of the northwest ecosystem. After all, it’s been on the planet much longer than
anyone reading this article. Enjoy the emerald hues that mosses add to our world, even if you’re pulling it off the roof or
realizing it may be better suited to our rainy world than your favorite turf.

Moss-Removal Techniques
If you decide to control the moss in your lawn, remember that your efforts will be temporary at best unless you change the
environmental conditions that allowed the moss to thrive in the first place. Here are the basic steps to follow:
. Rake out existing moss with a stiff metal rake. If moss is very thick and heavy, a
lawn de-thatcher or power rake will make removal easier.


Correct poor drainage, and fill in low areas where water may gather.



Thin out tree canopies to allow more light onto the lawn.



If the soil pH is too low (below about 5.5) add lime to improve the condition of your turf and help it to outcompete
weeds. The lime will not kill the moss directly.

Also note: two plants called moss aren’t technically mosses: Irish moss is really a kind of seaweed, reindeer moss is really
a kind of lichen, and club mosses are related to ferns.
- From “Tales from the North Side: Problems With Moss,” by Maria Mergel and Phillip Dickey, Washington Toxics Coalition: http://watoxics.org/files/moss.pdf
Resources:
Moss Gardening, George Schenk, Timber Press, 1997
How to Get Your Lawn Off Grass, by Carole Rubin, Harbour Publishing, 2002
“Lawn Moss: Friend or Foe?” Virginia Cooperative Extension: http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/430/430-536/430-536.html
“Bryophyte Ecology,” Dr. Janice Glime, Michigan Technological University: www.bryoecol.mtu.edu
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Camp Luqal Luqal
~~Vicki Carter, Master Gardener, Cowlitz County
How is it possible to keep 21 kids interested in bugs, dirt and plants for a whole week? The Cowlitz County Master
Gardeners were able to do just that the week of July 9-13 with their first-ever day camp. Full of fun and learning for 6- to
9-year-olds, Camp Luqal Luqal (a word from the Cowlitz tribal language which means both “sun” and “moon”) was the
brainchild of Patti Gibson, a 2011 graduate of the WSU Master Gardener program. She had many volunteers helping her
plan the camp over a five-month period. During the week of the camp,
there was a chief for each of the five teams, plus other adults on hand
to supervise the children and help with the many camp activities.
Every day began with snacks and a story related to the day’s topic,
presented by local storyteller Leslie Slape. The children enjoyed handson activities and games related to each day's theme. Nutritionist Tina
Thompson, from the WSU Extension office, helped the campers learn
about food groups and how to make fun and healthy snacks. The
themes were, simple yet complicated enough to keep everyone's
interest.
On Monday, the children worked with soil and set up worm
bins. Tuesday's subject was flowers. The campers enjoyed decorating
Potato pets!
homemade watering
cans, planting flower seeds in pots and arranging flowers in Oasis flower
foam. Wednesday was given over to veggies, which included dissecting
lima beans to find the embryo, making a seed tape to plant in the
vegetable garden and making a potato pet. On Thursday, the children
learned about insects when they all made bug hotels, searched for bugs
in the demonstration
g a r d e n
a n d
investigated insect
collection
b ox es.
Friday’s theme was
weather, with an
Photo by Shannon Sorenson
Hard at work in the demonstration garden.
emphasis
upon
learning about the journey of water molecules in the water cycle and
how weather affects our gardens.
Photo by Shannon Sorenson

Photo by Shannon Sorenson

Fun in the worm bin at Camp Luqal Luqal.

The camp was very well-received by children and parents alike. Cowlitz
County Master Gardeners hope to hold the camp again next year, when
they will have many other new, exciting projects that will encourage
children to learn about gardening and the environment around them.

The Benefits of Using Raised Beds
A new publication by WSU scientist and
Extension Specialist Craig Cogger, about the
benefits from gardening in raised beds, is now
available free online:
https://pubs.wsu.edu/ItemDetail.aspx?
ProductID=15512&SeriesCode=&CategoryID=&Keyword=
FS075E
(Hello, Master Gardeners, continued from page 1)

2013; and John Clement, an award-winning photographer and author, who will regale us with a video and musical presentation featuring the northwest drylands. To showcase the Bounty of the Three Rivers, there will be tours featuring some of
the treasures of eastern Washington. To register, go to www.regonline.com/MGF2012Bounty.
See you in September!
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Creativity Carries the Day: 27th Annual SCMGF Plant Sale
~~Kathleen M. L. Eaton, Ph.D., Snohomish County Master Gardener; Photos by Alex Duncan
The Snohomish County Master Gardener Foundation
has celebrated their purpose and supported their efforts
with an annual plant sale for quite some time. Sharon
Collman, Extension Educator and long-time supporter
of Master Gardeners, reflects:
My recollection is that it started in 1986. When MGs
wanted a sale, I suggested that, since it was the
Washington Bicentennial, they collect horticulture
stories from our early history. Recollections of
grandmas’ gardens, favorite old cultivars, the way
we used to do things. Mary Winespear had just
collected all the stories of the Riverside area of
Everett. I asked her to take it on. Then the MGs
rented a space at the old drive-in theater’s swap meet and held a plant sale out of the back of their trucks. Gardeners
like plants. The Foundation printed and sold 50 booklets. They won an award for the booklet.
As early as 7:00 in the morning hundreds line the road along McCollum Park, patiently waiting the 9:00 a.m. opening of
Snohomish County Master Gardner Foundation’s Annual Plant Sale. May 5, 2012, marked the 27th year. Some 500
people entered in the first ten minutes.
Among the most popular items were Janice Tallman’s
sedum chairs and frames. The abundant, colorful
inventory was an instant hit with customers. This art
sold out before 11:00 a.m. It was so popular that Janice
gave a class to over 30 fellow Master Gardeners, who
helped stock the wildly popular plant sale with the
frame art. Many of us are hunting for appropriate chairs
and frames for next year’s event.
In addition, the plant sale featured over 8,000 vegetable
and tomato plants, all started by Master Gardeners.
Thanks to Jeff Thompson and his tomato team, there
were over 140 tomato varieties alone. There was even
an heirloom varietal from Jeff's grandmother's garden.
More than 5,000 perennials were available, as were
native plants and trees. Master Gardeners wore “Ask Me About __” badges indicating their expertise in many areas,
including rain gardens. Customers left knowing how to handle their newly acquired flora.
This year, in addition to select area vendors, we included a number of our Master Gardener artisans in the venue. Garden
art in concrete, metal and glass was well-received.
Thanks to our treasurer, Sheila McKinnon, we added
credit cards to our payment options. This increased
customer sales and satisfaction using smart-phone
technology.
Again we’re indebted to Michele Duncan, who happily
reported a ninth year of growth for our plant sale. She
has worked this event since 1997 and served as chair for
over a decade. Her retail expertise and endless energy in
recruiting and managing some 120 volunteers in 25
areas has revolutionized this event.
For Snohomish County Master Gardeners the plant sale
is a celebration in its own right. The fun begins with
potting parties, tomato seeding, transplanting, plant
labeling and much more.
(Creativity, continued on page 11)
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(Creativity, continued from page 10)

Many MGs have developed their own niches, such as Janice with her sedum chairs and frames. In 2011, she also grew
600 peppers in her home. Julene Wright has grown lettuce bowls from seed, beginning in February, for several years.
These are very popular. Numerous MGs specialize in other veggie starts, such as carrots in milk cartons that Lynn
Harding learned from friends in Norway. Try it! It’s remarkable how early you can have beautiful carrots and pop them
right into the ground in the carton.
Of course, team spirit was glued together with delicious fare. This year's menu and kitchen team were overseen by Jackie
Trimble.
The list goes on and on. Our volunteers possess endless creativity. Our customers return the first Saturday of every May
looking for more of what they got last year . . . and something more . . . something new. It’s no coincidence the SCMGF
Plant Sale falls just before Mother’s Day.

Editor: MGFWS Executive Committee
Publisher: Mary Shane
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Newsletter of the 12,000 Rain Gardens Campaign

Welcome to the first newsletter of the 12,000
Rain Gardens Campaign. The purpose of this
newsletter is, first and foremost, to keep all of us
talking to each other; that is, each WSU extension
office and Master Gardener program, the WSU
Stormwater Research Center, and me, the (new)
Rain Garden Program Manager at Stewardship
Partners, along with our many partnering
organizations, agencies and businesses. We will
share success stories and examples of approaches
and ideas that have worked well. We will also be
able to keep abreast of the current status of the
program region-wide and get specific updates
from each of the twelve counties surrounding
Puget Sound. There will also be an opportunity
to share upcoming events, and the newsletter will
surely adapt as we move forward to fill the needs that we
discover as we go along.
A beautiful part of this campaign is that it
represents a rare mix of grassroots work and regional-scale
planning and organization. With this network of regional
rain garden experts –each forging into new territory– there
will be a lot of learning and experimenting. By sharing
each of our experiences, we can simultaneously inspire
each other and avoid re-inventing too many wheels.
By the same token, we will also come to appreciate the
diversity of approaches that it takes in order to succeed
across such a large region. What works in one community
may not work at all in another. In a community where few
people have ever heard of a rain garden, we can draw on
the experience of others who faced similar challenges and
succeeded in raising awareness and understanding of this
amazing environmental tool. We are not trying to create
a panacea or one-size-fits-all solution –quite the opposite.
Rather, we are looking to have a region-wide impact by
working from the inside of each community and meeting
our communities where they are. That’s why the WSU
extension program is so ideally suited to this project. We
are connected across the region, but each program is also
connected and rooted in each community. As you will
read, by embodying “think global - act local” in this way,
we are already having a meaningful impact.
Aaron Clark
Rain Garden Program Manager
Stewardship Partners

First Quarter 2012
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Dear Puget Sound Master Gardeners and 12,000 Rain
Gardens Coordinators,
Thank you for all your hard work in establishing
a rain garden program in your county. This has created a
‘golden opportunity’ of a partnership with Stewardship
Partners in the groundbreaking 12,000 Rain Gardens
Campaign. Your individual efforts and passion for
contributing to a healthy environment along with the
state of the art research from the WSU Stormwater
Research Center have made this program possible. Puget
Sound Master Gardeners have been striving to help the
environment and reduce pollution since the organization
began in 1972.
New efforts are expanding daily for the 12,000
rain Gardens Campaign:
tɨF846.BTUFS(BSEFOFS&YUFOTJPOJO,JOH$PVOUZ
is bringing a Rain Garden Program Coordinator on
board to launch their rain garden mentor program. With
their high number of volunteers and vast resources, it will
be exciting to see their future developments.
t1JFSDF $PVOUZ JT BMTP GPMMPXJOH TVJU JO FTUBCMJTIJOH B
coordinator and looking to create a partnership with
Joint Base Lewis-McChord.
t.BTUFS(BSEFOFSTBSFIBWJOHSBJOHBSEFOUSBJOJOHFWFOUT
and are installing a demonstration rain garden in Jefferson
County. They are also working toward registering
existing rain gardens in the area and establishing strong
partnerships.

First Quarter 2012

Thurston Storm & Surface Water Utility to continue
their “Stormwater Stewards” LID-mentor program. They
were awarded an AmeriCorps placement to assist with
Stormwater Stewards and other rain garden outreach.
t4OPIPNJTI $PVOUZ IBT BEEFE TJY OFX 3BJO (BSEFO
Mentors to their program and provided outreach for
7 events including a rain garden walking tour. They
have designed planting plans for demonstration gardens
including Centennial Trail in Arlington (this was featured
on the front page of the Arlington Times) and Columbia
&MFNFOUBSZ
Collaboration and sharing with other counties will
greatly enhance our efforts.
Master Gardeners have
always had a strong sense for protecting the environment
with their love of gardening. This love for our universe
is what will shine through and make this 12,000 Rain
Garden Campaign a success. We have tremendous talent
available among us with our ‘will’ being our strongest
asset.
1IJMPNFOB,FE[JPSTLJ
Rain Garden Program Coordinator
4OPIPNJTI$PVOUZ&YUFOTJPO

t8IBUDPN$PVOUZJTQBSUOFSFEXJUI(FOFWB4DIPPM
and the City of Bellingham to install a demonstration
SBJO HBSEFO  ɨFZ BSF BMTP DPMMBCPSBUJOH XJUI 3&
Sources for Sustainable Communities and the
Whatcom County Conservation District.
t*TMBOE$PVOUZIBTDPOëSNFETJUFTBOEIBTCFHVOUIF
planning process for demonstration rain gardens. They
are partnering with the Whidbey Island Conservation
District, Meerkerk Farm, and Greenbank Farm to
install these gardens.
t4BO+VBO&YUFOTJPOIBTJOTUBMMFEBEFNPOTUSBUJPOSBJO
garden in the heart of Friday Harbor in collaboration
with the Marine Resources Committee and the Town
of Friday Harbor. Volunteers will be taking water
samples to assess stormwater health. They are also
proposing a demonstration rain garden at the San Juan
County Fairgrounds.
t$MBMMBN $PVOUZ JT QMBOOJOH B EFNPOTUSBUJPO SBJO
garden on County Courthouse grounds and rain
garden mentors are assisting Master Gardeners who
wish to install rain gardens on their properties. They
are also featuring rain gardens on their garden tour
this year with LID education at those sites
t,JUTBQ$PVOUZIBTIPTUFEëWFDPNNVOJUZPVUSFBDI
events this year. They have established an amazing
partnership network which includes ‘20’ associations
including 4 cities and 5 school districts. The rain
garden mentors have begun providing rain garden
workshops.
t4LBHJU $PVOUZ QSPNPUFE SBJO HBSEFOT JO UIFJS
local newspaper. They have established partnerships
with the Skagit Conservation District, Skagit Beach
Watchers, the City of Anacortes, Skagit Land Trust,
and Skagit County Administration. They held an allday advanced rain garden workshop for 35 participants
MFECZ&SJDB(VUUNBO XIJDIJODMVEFEEFTJHOJOHBSBJO
garden for a local nursery with on-site plant material.
t.BTPO$PVOUZJTDVSSFOUMZJOTUBMMJOHEFNPOTUSBUJPO
rain gardens in Belfair; they partnered with County
Utilities. They have 5 new Rain Garden Ambassadors,
are presenting workshops and have featured the 12,000
3BJO(BSEFOT$BNQBJHOPO,."43BEJP
tɨVSTUPO $PVOUZ IBT VQEBUFE FYJTUJOH SBJO HBSEFO
demonstration sites. They have held rain garden
workshops and presented the 12,000 Rain Garden
$BNQBJHOPO,(:SBEJPɨFZBSFDPMMBCPSBUJOHXJUI
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Questions and Answers
Q: How long are rain gardens designed to last?
A: Rain gardens, especially residential rain gardens that collect only roof runoff,
should last for decades. If a rain garden begins to drain too slowly, often times
breaking up the soil can fix the problem.
Q: Does the soil need to be renewed?
A: In general the soil should not need to be renewed. At the beginning, before
plant coverage is complete, mulch should be renewed annually (keeping it at
3”). Once established, the plants will fill in and the dead plant material should
be able to renew the soil continually with little or no additional help.
Q: If we are supposed to avoid walking in the rain garden, won’t that interfere
with our ability to weed and maintain it?
A: The rule of avoiding traffic in the rain garden should not keep you from
walking into the rain garden to maintain it and pull weeds. Removing weeds that
can compete with the planted plants is an important part of maintenance in the
first year or two to ensure that the intended plants become established. Weeding
needs should decline over time as the beneficial plants fill in, but keeping an eye
out and pulling weeds right away will always be part of ongoing maintenance.
Q: Do sediments ever need to be removed from a rain garden?
A: Yes, in some instances it will be necessary to remove sediments if large
amounts build up, especially in the inlet to the rain garden. However, this is
not a common problem for most rain gardens and may be preventable with the
creation of some form of sediment trap at the inlet.
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Lessons Learned Internal Limitations:
Limited staff time,
resources, materials,
expertise
External Obstacles:

Messaging, Outreach,
Public Relations

Solutions We Found
t Consider requesting an Americorps volunteer (Thurston Co.)
t For events and trainings, partner with a neighboring county
(Clallam & Jefferson)
t Partnerships to consider: Conservation Districts, businesses
(e.g. nurseries, landscape professionals), public utilities,
community groups, local governments.
t Integrate rain gardens into other programs at the extension
level: Agriculture, Clean Water, 4H (San Juan Co.)
t Improving the registration process and the entire
12000raingardens.org website (underway this summer)
t One model for developing community support starts with
highly visible demonstration projects, followed by clusters
of homeowners, and finally the development of incentive
programs from utilities and facilitating their use.

Barriers to landowners/
homeowners (money,
regulations, access to
professional contractors)

t As a group we should compile 3 databases broken down
by region/county: 1. Funding sources and incentives. 2.
Contractors. 3. Regulations and permits

Limitations of outside
partners (contractors, local
governments)

t Patience...?
t ,FFQJOHBOFZFPVUGPSBMUFSOBUJWFTBOEPQUJPOT

Stewardship Partners has a new rain garden program manager:
Aaron Clark grew up in Seattle, attended Reed College in Portland, OR, and received a Ph.D. in
Biology from the University of Washington. His passion for the Puget Sound and the watersheds
that feed it comes from his experience hiking, surfing, diving, kayaking, mushroom hunting,
birding, researching, and exploring both locally and abroad. As the Rain Garden Program Manager
at Stewardship Partners, he is continuing the work of his predecessor, Stacey Gianas, building
networks between diverse interest groups, from communities to businesses to agencies and from
planners and designers to engineers and bureaucrats to homeowners and citizens. One of Aaron’s
primary responsibilities is providing any type of assistance he can offer to this network to ensure
its success.
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